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Francatelli, thought the new settlement, with its pros-
perous regimental messes and numerous wealthy officers,
might furnish him with many profitable opportunities.
That pioneer was Hedley's father, and through him the
future Moslem came into contact with interesting folk
even while a youngster.

Famous generals of the era bought their wines, hired
their silver, and ordered their banquets from Church-
ward senior; noble lords and commoners prominent in
Parliament and finance let the old gentleman organize
their festivities. His culinary merits enabled him to
see more of the nation's grandees than many society
celebrities ever did. Wherever the caterer went Hedley
kept him company. Queen Victoria herself got to
know the little fellow who stood beside his papa when-
ever the latter called on Her Majesty for confidential
gastronomic instructions. Among the many yarns which
Heclley had to tell was one concerning the royal lady's
secret preference for plaice, considered a very "ungen<*
tecl" fish in the middle of the nineteenth century.
Before each of the great military reviews the caterer
received private orders from his sovereign to disguise
this delicacy by skinning it and adding misleading
trimmings lest loyal subjects should think Her Majesty's
tastes were not queenly.

Another historic figure of whom the boy saw a good
deal was the Empress Eugdnde of France, whose mansion,
Farnborough, lay only a few miles from the Church-
wards' house, Wliile his father happened to be riding
across country a fine little terrier ran after the horse